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Latgolys Studentu centrs/Students’ Centre of Latgale

The main aim of the organisation is to protect, develop and popularize 
Latgalian culture and the Latgalian language.



Where do Latgalians live?

THE 
REPUBLIC

OF LATVIA



Who are Latgalians?

Latgalians are users of the Latgalian language and citizens of Latgale
region – Eastern part of Latvia. 

About 8- 9% of residents of 
Latvia speak Latgalian.

Latgalian speakers: 164 000 (2011)

Population of Latvia: 1 934 379 (2018)



Latgalian written language Latgalian language Latgalian

The State shall ensure the maintenance, 
protection and development of the 
Latgalian written language as a historic 
variant of the Latvian language.

/Official Language Law/



The Latgalian
written language

The Latvian literal 
language English

Loba dīna! Labdien! Hello!

muote māte mother

bazneica baznīca church

maize maize bread

Latveja Latvija Latvia



LATVIAN LANGUAGE 

Latgalian written 
language 

Latvian literal 
language



The Latgalian language formed on the basis of the varieties of the Upper 
part of Latvia, belonging to the Baltic group of the Indo-European family 
of languages. A written version of Latgalian was created at the beginning 
of the 18th century by leaders of the Catholic church.



Latgale
Main differences the 19th
– the beginning of the 20th
century

Other regions of
Latvia

Vitebsk guberniya
Guberniya (administrative

subdivision)
Courland guberniya

and Livonia guberniya

1861 Cancelling of serfdom 
1817 (Kurzeme); 1819 

(Vidzeme)
Roman Catholicism Religious Lutheranism 

Latin (Imperial ban on use 
of the Latin script, 1864 –

1904)
Script Gothic

The Beginning of the 20th 
century

The Beginning of the 
national awakening

The Middle of the 19th 
century



The map of the 
Russian Empire in 
1914



Proclamation of the Republic of Latvia,
18 November 1918

The territory of the State of 
Latvia, within the borders 
established by international 
agreements, consists of 
Vidzeme, Latgale, Kurzeme and 
Zemgale.

/The Constitution of the Republic of Latvia/



Rēzekne (Latgale), World War II years



#Nameiz



How does the Latgalian language
sounds like?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEcHYeOg-7w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pwgpy4x0JE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pwgpy4x0JE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEcHYeOg-7w












Digital tools – software and platforms 
for teaching and learning that can be 
used with computers or mobile 
devices to work with text, images, 
audio, and video.



«Skreineite»/Latgalian ABC Book

http://ldb.lv/skreineite_vl/Skreineite_vu
icus_laseit/assets/basic-
html/index.html#-

http://ldb.lv/skreineite_vl/Skreineite_vuicus_laseit/assets/basic-html/index.html#-


«Olūteņš» (at grade 4)

https://visc.gov.lv/vispizglitiba/saturs/dokumenti/metmat/olutens_4kl_mac_lidz.pdf

https://visc.gov.lv/vispizglitiba/saturs/dokumenti/metmat/olutens_4kl_mac_lidz.pdf


The computer game «Īsapazeisim»

http://iepazisimies.rta.lv/

http://iepazisimies.rta.lv/


Latgalian Mozilla Firefox



Spellchecker of Latgalian



The Special Latgalian Corpus

Project went from 2007 till 2013

The Corpus:

• contains 1 million words from 
texts typed in the period 1987-
2012

• three text types (literal texts, 
technical texts and information 
texts)

• has reference meta-data

http://nosketch.korpuss.lv/run.cgi/first_form?corpname=mula

http://nosketch.korpuss.lv/run.cgi/first_form?corpname=mula




The Lithuanian-Latvian-Latgalian Dictionary

http://hipilatlit.ru.lv/dictionary/
eng/dictionary.html

http://hipilatlit.ru.lv/dictionary/eng/dictionary.html




The Latvian-Latgalian Dictionary

http://vuordineica.lv/

http://vuordineica.lv/


Pīters Strods «Pareizraksteibas vōrdneica»

http://ldb.lv/pspv/

http://ldb.lv/pspv/


A cash machine and a banking app



You are welcome
to explore the
Latgalian world!



https://vimeo.com/228036722

https://vimeo.com/228036722




Vineta Vilcāne
vineta.vilcane@gmail.com


