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Indigitization Movement
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1. Decolonizing Archives  - uprooting traditional archiving practices 

and the settler-colonial epistemologies that support them  ex. Yale Indian Papers Project.

2. Digital Repatriation - libraries, museums and other heritage 

institutions create electronic surrogates of items that are then theoretically available to the source 
communities that created them ex. Gibagadinamaagoom.

3. Cultural Relevance - Clarifying and establishing standards with 

practices that are culturally sustaining while contributing to the project of nation building. Thus, is 
deeply connected to issues of sovereignty. 



Snowbird Day School

BIA operated 1935-1965

One of four in operation: Soco, 
Birdtown and Big Cove

Served grades 1-6

60-70 living alumni 

High % of Speakers



Process:

1. Mobilizing
2. Digitization of Photographs
3. Collection of Oral Histories
4. Repatriating Archival Materials
5. Sharing knowledge??



January 2018, Kick-Off Event
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Cataloging
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Snowbird Day School Collection

474 Photos

● Lee Collection
● Jackson Collection
● Crowe Collection
● BIA Collection
● Rattler Collection

○



Unidentified students boarding the bus. 1954. 4 ½ x 3 ¼.



“Baskets”. May, 1965. 3 ½ x 3 ½.  



2 x 2 Kodak slides. Early 1950’s. 

Freida Rattler in Blue Dress. 1953. 2 x 2 Kodak Slide. 

Monkey Bars. 1954. 2 x 2 Kodak Slide.







Oral Histories (21 Tsalagi, 10 English)

http://database.snowbirddayschool.org/files/original/80f527d69345ed8ecf5b86f37dd68a35.mp3




BIA Archives, May 23-24th

1300+ Documents
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1M2iEhpjcxqRmzVpvY9qtd4kue9pZDchE/preview












https://snowbirddayschool.org/

How else do we share this knowledge? Who should 
have access and to what? What does it mean to 
decolonize an archive?

https://snowbirddayschool.org/




Challenges

1. Building Community Trust 

2. Digital Divide - broadband access and an aging 
population

3. Funding - tends to be for material/analog artifacts

4. Digital Infrastructure to store and preserve



Wado!
Any questions?
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