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1. Brief History of Texas German

• 1844: Large scale immigration

• Since 1850: German as the 
dominant language: Schools, 
newspapers, churches, businesses, 
etc. 

• 1907: German-speaking population 
in Texas:  75,000 - 100,000 (Gilbert 
1972)
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Origin of German-speaking immigrants to Texas
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1918: World War I, English-only 
laws, anti-German-sentiments
Diglossia English-Texas German.

After 1945: WW II and its 
consequences

1960: Only 70,000 Speakers of 
TxG (Gilbert 1972)

2019: Only about 5,000 speakers 
of TxG (older than 70 years)
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Generation 1
Generation 2
Generation 3
Generation 4   ???

Generation 5 ….

 In 15-20 years TxG will be extinct. 

Survival of Languages and Cultures
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“Fifty years from now (in the year 2036) 
there will be no speakers of Texas 
German left, and monolingual Texans will 
find it hard to believe that German was a 
living language in Texas, spoken by 
hundreds of thousands for two hundred 
years. Every sample of Texas German 
that we can collect now, while Texas 
German is still alive, will be precious in the 
future.”

Joseph Wilson (1986): “Texas German and Other Immigrant Languages: 
Problems and Prospects.” In: Eagle in the New World: German Immigration to 
Texas and America, ed. by T. Gish & R. Spuler, 221-240. College Station: 
Texas A&M Press. 

Joseph Wilson (1986)
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2. The Texas German Dialect Project (TGDP)
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DATA COLLECTION

EDITING OF DATA

TRANSCRIPTION & TRANSLATION

QUALITY CONTROL

PUBLICATION IN ARCHIVE

Workflow of TGDP
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 Oral history interviews with speakers of TxG (45 – 60 
minutes in length)

 Translation tasks (about 45 minutes)

 Biographical questionnaires (written, 10 pages)

Types of data collected and archived by TGDP
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 Gilbert’s (1972) Linguistic Atlas of Texas German is 
based on data collected in the 1960s.

 Translation of words, phrases, and sentences from 
English into Texas German.

 Based on these interviews, Gilbert created maps 
showing variation in Texas German.

 We re-sample Gilbert’s original data set in the same 
locations (sometimes with the same speakers!)

Re-recording of Gilbert (1972)
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Gilbert (1972): map No. 10
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 Eikel’s 191 English sentences were translated into 
Texas German in the 1930s and 1940s

 Re-sampling of the same data since 2001 gives us 
an idea of what has changed in New Braunfels 
German over the past 60 years

Fred Eikel’s (1954) NBG data
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He always has trouble with his ear.

I am afraid that he will lose his money.

The wood is in the fire.

Turn off the faucet; the bucket is running over. 

The groceries are in the pantry.

There are two quilts lying on the bed.

A blanket was lying on the floor.

The pillow slips were changed this morning.

He was at the doctor’s house; now he is at his office.

He is cutting the lawn.

Eikel’s (1954) data set re-recorded since 2001



TEXAS GERMAN DIALECT PROJECT
http://www.tgdp.org

• Elicits personal data on 
language use and 
language attitudes

• Data are used to 
determine a number of 
extra-linguistic variables 
that help us understand 
how Texas German has 
been used by individuals 
over the past 80 years

Written biographical questionnaire
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Workflow of TGDP
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Transcription & Translation
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Workflow of TGDP
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 Digital language archive containing audio/video 
recordings including transcriptions and translations

 For teaching, research, outreach (German Texan 
Heritage Society, heritage preservation efforts etc.) 

The Texas German Dialect Archive (TGDA)
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The Texas German Dialect Archive (TGDA)
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The Texas German Dialect Archive (TGDA)
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The Texas German Dialect Archive (TGDA)
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The Texas German Dialect Archive (TGDA)
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 Interviewed more than 750 speakers 
of Texas German

 Recorded, digitized, and archived 
more than 1,300 hours of interviews

 Community outreach: presentations 
at heritage societies, GTHS, TGS, 
German-American clubs, local 
historical societies, etc. 

Texas German Dialect Project 2001-2019
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Press Highlights 
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Texas Historical 
Commission’s

Time Travel Website 
and App for 

smartphones

https://texastimetravel.oncell.com/en/
german-texans-land-freedom-

community-152215.html 
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 More than 5,000 registered users 
from 27 countries around the world

 Materials used for classroom 
teaching, research, publications, 
genealogy, composing music, 
documenting other German-
American dialects

Users of the Texas German Dialect Archive (TGDA)
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 University of Texas at Austin’s 
Department of Germanic Studies: 
Hans Boas, James Kearney, Marc 
Pierce (formerly Karen Roesch and Karen 

Ewing)

 GTHS: David Huenlich’s 
“Unbroken Treaty” role-playing 
course

 Colleagues at 28 universities in 
the U.S.

 Colleagues at 16 universities in 
Austria, Germany, and Switzerland

TGDA materials for teaching
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 Linguistics
 Literature
 Culture & Heritage
 History
 Music
 Architecture
 Political science
 Genealogy
 Etc.

TGDA materials for research
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TGDA materials for publications
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• World premiere of 
“Texanische Liebeslieder” 
on the U.T. Austin campus, 
August 28, 2015.

Texanische Liebeslieder
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• Music about the life of German 
immigrants and their descendants in 
Texas

• Based on the concept of the “Brahms 
Liebeslieder”

• Composed by David Hanlon, lyrics by 
Kathleen Kelly, based on transcripts 
of interviews with Texas German 
speakers stored in the TGDA. 

Texanische Liebeslieder


Texas Liebeslied Nr 8
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Goals for the next 20 years
• Find and record as many TX German speakers as 

possible
• Transcribe all recordings (currently only about 350 hours 

are transcribed)
• Continue research on language contact, language 

change, and language death
• Develop outreach and teaching materials on TX German 

language, culture, and history for K-16
• Create comparative speech islands database (so far: 

recordings from Texas, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, 
Australia)
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Dankeschön !!!
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