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Mixtec
group of 12-52 Indigenous languages

450,000 speakers

Similar to the Romance languages in diversity

Google Maps. Map data © 2019 INEGI. Polygons added by Ryan Sullivant



The MesoAmerican Languages 

Collection of Kathryn Josserand

- Tapes of Mixtec vocabulary and syntax surveys (1977-1981)

- Over 100 Mixtec-speaking towns represented

- Vocabulary survey info reported in 1983 Ph.D. dissertation

- Syntax survey results never published

- Josserand died in 2006

- Collection deposited 2008

The MesoAmerican Languages Collection of Kathryn Josserand. Archive of the Indigenous Languages of Latin America. https://ailla.utexas.org/islandora/object/ailla:124466
MIXT004R076I001.mp3. The MesoAmerican Languages Collection of Kathryn Josserand.  Archive of the Indigenous Languages of Latin America. 
https://ailla.utexas.org/islandora/object/ailla:165685

https://ailla.utexas.org/islandora/object/ailla%3A124466
https://ailla.utexas.org/islandora/object/ailla%3A165685


AILLA receives 
thousands of 

pages of 
handwritten 

transcriptions of 
the audio files.

A pilot NEH grant
was awarded to 

support the 
digitization, 

transcription, and 
ingestion of these 

documents.

Ryan Sullivant, 2019

http://www.neh.gov/


Syntax-02-52-Santa_Maria_Penoles_Etla_Oaxaca. https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/syntax-02-52-santa-maria-
penoles-etla-oaxaca

https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/syntax-02-52-santa-maria-penoles-etla-oaxaca


Syntax-02-52-Santa_Maria_Penoles_Etla_Oaxaca. https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/syntax-02-52-santa-maria-
penoles-etla-oaxaca

https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/syntax-02-52-santa-maria-penoles-etla-oaxaca


128. Se hizo bonita la flor. [The flower got beautiful]

'ča.ku.šą 'ka 'ʔi.ta.'kuy -- Americanist phonetic symbols

ʧakuʃã ka ʔita kui -- modern IPA symbols

tyacu xan ca ita cui -- Spanish-based spelling

chákù xán kà ìtá kúí -- Mixtec Language Academy

Syntax-01_14-San_Juan_Colorado-mk. https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/syntax-01-14-san-juan-colorado-mk

https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/syntax-01-14-san-juan-colorado-mk


Transcribing
Copy-pasting uncommon glyphs (ɨ, č, ř, ʔ ,θ, ·, etc.).

Tone marking is omitted.

Nasal vowels marked with a tilde and not an ogonek

Struck-through and superscript symbols written as 
plain characters

vowel a e i o u ɨ ü

underhook ą ę į ǫ ų [no glyph]

tilde a~ e~ i~ o~ u~ ɨ~ ü~

b d g ⁿd

b d g nd



Making datasets

4. lluvia [[004|’sabi]]

With some markup, questionnaire 
responses can be browsed on the 
FromThePage site or exported for 
further use and analysis

004. https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/article/5967

https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/article/5967


Josserand, Kathryn. 1983. Mixtec Dialect History. Tulane University, PhD. Dissertation.



Phonology

Well-known isogloss

/ð/ in the north

/s/ in the south

/h/ in one region

based on the 
transcription of ‘rain’ 
< *sawiɁ

Josserand, Kathryn. 1983. Mixtec Dialect History. Tulane University, PhD. Dissertation.
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Morphology

• All Mixtec languages 
have modest 
inventories for 3rd

person pronouns

Syntax-02-52-Santa_Maria_Penoles_Etla_Oaxaca. https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/syntax-02-52-santa-maria-
penoles-etla-oaxaca

https://fromthepage.lib.utexas.edu/sullivant/the-kathryn-josserand-mixtec-language-surveys/syntax-02-52-santa-maria-penoles-etla-oaxaca


Morphology

3.MASC pronoun

ra in south and 
west

te/de in north 
and east

tsa in one 
northeast cluster

Google Maps. Map data © 2019 INEGI. Data points added by Ryan Sullivant



Syntax of yes/no questions is known to vary across 
Mixtec

Based on evidence from relatively few languages, e.g. 
Macaulay (1996:126) lists 9.

Macaulay, Monica. 1996. A Grammar of Chalcatongo Mixtec. University of California Press: Berkeley.



Syntax

Yes-no question 
formation

- Initial question 
particle a, atu, or 
acho

- Second-position 
question particle ndiu

a

atu

acho

ndiu

Google Maps. Map data © 2019 INEGI. Data points added by Ryan Sullivant



Kúta’ū ná nuū ní jíná’an ní!
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