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- General Objective 
 

- Studying, analyzing and 
documenting different materials 
related to the Nahuatl cultural 
heritage, lying on a 
multidisciplinary theoretical 
marker and a research 
methodology based on 
participatory investigation, with 
the goal of answering to the 
following research questions: 
 

-  Why is studying, teaching and 
revitalizing indigenous languages 
important?  
 

- What knowledge and wisdom are 
related to Nahuatl language? 
 

 

 
Photos 1er Encuentro de Nahuatlatos de la región de la Malintzin 



Discover the world at Leiden University 

- Specific Objectives 
 

- Documenting efforts generated 
within Nahuatl communities aimed 
at teaching, revitalizing and 
recognizing added value to the 
Nahuatl language. 
 

- Generating a community-based 
archive with all the audiovisual 
material documented by the project 
for the Nahuatl-speaking 
communities. 
 

- Documenting participatory 
methodologies with a focus on 
Gender issues, necessary for 
studying cultural heritage of 
indigenous people and for 
revitalizing the Nahuatl language 
ensuring full inclusion of all its 
inhabitants. 

 
ENGHUM, Summer School 2017. San Miguel Tenango Puebla 

San Pedro Tlalcuapan, Tlaxcala 
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- Stimulating participation of 
indigenous Nahuatl speakers to 
reflect on viable alternatives that 
can reinforce intercultural 
dialogue and communication. 
 

- Reflecting and documenting 
different social key themes 
related to Women’s rights. 
 

- In addition to the documentary 
film, creating a series of short 
videos in Nahuatl language on 
the UN’s Declaration of Rights of 
Indigenous People. 
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Community Based Organizations 

 

- 1.-Organización Cultural Totlahtol A.C. (San Miguel Xaltipan, Tlaxcala). 
 
 

- 2.-Tepeticpac Tlahtolcalli A.C. (San Pedro Tlalcuapan, Tlaxcala). 
 
 

- 3.-Escuela de Náhuatl Xochitlahtol A.C. (San Pedro Tlalcuapan, Tlaxcala). 
 
 

- 4.-Colectivo Arte a 360 A.C. (San Pablo del Monte, Tlaxcala) 
 
 

- 5.- Academia de Lengua y Cultura Náhuatl A.C. (Santa Ana Tlacotenco, CDMX) 
 
 

- 6.-Escuela de Nahuatl Tocepantequiuh A.C. (San Lorenzo Tlacoyucan, CDMX) 
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Mural. Coordinación de Santa Ana Tlacotenco, Milpa Alta 
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Nahua Categories Related with Knowledge 

Nahuatl English Grammar of Antonio del Rincón 
(1595) 

Yximati To know Conocer 

Machilia To know something 

about other 

Saber algo de otro 

Mati Feel-Know Sentir-saber 

Mahuizoa Wondered Maravillarse de algo 

Neltoca Believe Creer 

Neltoquitia Make to believe Hazer creer 

Yximati To know Conocer 
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Nahua Categories Related with Knowldge 

Nahuatl English Catalogo de voces que significan 
ideas metafìsicas y morales. 1781 

Neltiliztli Truth Verdad 

Neyolnonotzaliztli Reflection Reflexión 

Tlaixmatiliztli Knowledge Conocimiento 

Tlanemiliztli Thought Pensamiento 

Teixtlamatia Mind Mente 

Tlamatiliztli Wisdom Sabiduría 

Neltiliztli Truth Verdad 
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Academia de Lengua y Cultura Náhuatl. Santa Ana Tlacotenco. Mexico City  
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      Quen mihtoa nahualcopa methodology-        How do you say  methodology in nahuatl 

- -Quema nicahcicamati 
temachtiani. Niquimpia ce 
tlatlaniliztli. Quen mihtoa 
nahualcopa “metodología”?  

- -Ahzo nicnemilia mihto 
nahuatlahtolcopa, cenca, ipampa 
“método, huitz ipan griego “meta”: 
ohtli, ipan nicahciz, tlen 
nimomilitica. Nicnemilia mihtoa: 
“huey ohtli temachtiloyan”, “huey 
ohtli temachtiloyan”, inon 
nicnemilia. Yece noyuhqui onyez 
occequintin tlacah occe 
tlahtolliquihttoz. Yece inon 
nicnemilia. 
 

- 20.05.2018. Santa Ana Tlacotenco, Milpa Alta 

 
 
 
 

- -Yes, I understand teacher. I 
have one question. How do you 
say “methodology” in Nahuatl 
language? 

-   
- -First, I consider that is posible to 

say it in náhuatl language. 
Because, “method” come from 
the griek language “metha”: road, 
way. A road in wich I arrive. I 
consider that it could be said as: 
“the great road-way to the place 
of teaching /education. But is true 
that another men have different 
words. I believe this. 
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Nahua Methodology. Interview with Santos de la Cruz Hernández 
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Quen mihtoa nahualcopa methodology- How do you say  methodology in nahuatl 

- -Quen mihtoa nahualcopa “metodología”? 
-   
- -Yancuic tlahtolle, yancuic tlahtolle, ce, 

nahua temachtiliztli, nahua temachtiliztli. 
-   
- -Quema, tleica yancuic tlahtolli? Tleica 

inin tlahtolli para “metodología”. 
-   
- -Inin monequi, inin monequi, ce cualli 

nahuatlamachtiliztli ipan amatl, ce 
nahuatlamachtiliztli nahuatlacuilloli ipan 
amatl, ipampa … nimotequipanaz 
totlahtol, motlamachihuaz, 
motlamachihuaz, moyectlaliz, ihuan ce 
(aca) aquin quitequiliz  inin amoxtli, inin 
amatl cualle ihca temachtiz, cualle, ahmo, 
ahmo zan zazotlein, zan te hueliz  … 
temachtiz inon monequi ce cualle 
tlamachtiliztli, cualle nahua tlamachtiliztli, 
monequi metodo, nahuatlamachtili, 
tlacuilolli, nahuatlacuilloli monequi ipan 
amatl.  

- -How do you say “methodology” in 
nahuatl language? 

-   
- -This is a new word, this is a new word, 

the nahua “teaching”, the nahua 
“teaching”. 

-   
- -Yes, and why word for methodology? 
-   
- The meaning for this is the good nahua 

teaching about books, wisdom, 
writing…when we create our word, when 
we do it something, when we conceive 
beauty, when somebody makes a book, 
and this book is capable to teach 
something. Not only a variety or random 
things, but a good teaching, i.e. the 
nahua writing of the books. 
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Contemporary Nahua Tlamatque 

- -Yes, I understand professor Santos. Do you want to talk, a little 
bit, about Nahuatl Philosophy. 

-   
- -Now, a little bit, yes, a little bit about Nahua wisdom. There in our 

altepetl you can find some men called tlamatque. It could be one 
woman, or one teacher, but also one man can be considered as 
tlamatque. They are called tlamatque because they know how to 
work, how to lead, how to rule, how to do some work, how to do 
one “milpa”, how to build a road, how to do a ceremony-
celebration, a wiseman knows, what is necessary to do it, when a 
person died. A wiseman knows how to do with the crops: “milpa”, 
he knows when something is not well done, and how to do a water 
calling, he knows when the crops are not growing. A wise man 
knows how to heal, also he knows about the words inherited by 
the ancestors. Also a history, a tale and ancient word that wise 
man knows in order to avoid its disappearance, a wise man gather 
the words and also teach to children, a wise supports its 
community. 
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Interview nahua historian Orlando Oliveira UAT. 10.03.2019 
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Interview Humberto Iglesias Tepec. March 2019. 
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Quen mihtoa nahualcopa methodology- How do you say  methodology in nahuatl 
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Interview Mexico City. Diana Flores. March 2019 
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Quen mihtoa nahualcopa methodology- How do you say  methodology in 

nahuatl 

Francisco Morales Baranda Santa Ana Tlacotenco, CDMX Huey ohtli temachtiloyan 

Santos de la Cruz Ixcatepec, Veracruz Nahuatlamachtiliztli 

Humberto Iglesias Tepec Tlapa, Guerrero Temachtiliztlachihuallotl 

José Luis Torres Cuentepec, Morelos Tlatolzahlolli 

Diana Flores Huautla, Hidalgo Catza ticchihua 

Orlando Galicia Xaltipan, Tlaxcala Quence ticchihuaz in  tequitl 
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Ethel Xochitiotzin. Poet, Nahua teacher, Tlaxcala. April 2018. 
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Tlaxcala. San Miguel Xaltipan Constantina Bautista Nava 

Photography and video by Sara Selleri University of London 
SOAS 
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Quen mihtoa nahualcopa methodology- How do you say  methodology in 

nahuatl 
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Digital Plataform. http://colingua.eu/en/ 

http://colingua.eu/en/
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Miec tlazohcamati  
 

Thank you very much 
 
 

o.s.gonzalezromero@arch.leidenuniv.nl 
 

osirissinuheg@gmail.com 


