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“I want to try and understand why so many people commit

crimes in the name of identity,” writes Amin Maalouf. Identity

is the crucible out of which we come: our background, our

race, our gender, our tribal affiliations, our religion (or lack

thereof), all go into making up who we are. All too often,

however, the notion of identity—personal, religious, ethnic, or

national—has given rise to heated passions and even massive

crimes.

Moving across the world’s history, faiths, and politics, he

argues against an oversimplified and hostile interpretation of

the concept. He cogently and persuasively examines identity

in the context of the modern world, where it can be viewed as

both glory and poison. Evident here are the dangers of using

identity as a protective—and therefore aggressive—

mechanism, the root of racial, geographical, and colonialist

subjugation throughout history.

Maalouf contends that many of us would reject our inherited

conceptions of identity, to which we cling through habit, if

only we examined them more closely. The future of society

depends on accepting all identities, while recognizing our

individualism.
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Photo project by Alexander Khimushin.

The World in Faces.

To document, preserve, educate and raise awareness of

Indigenous heritage, cultures and traditions of the world

through travel photography and storytelling, culture

exchange, hands on learning, exhibitions and creative

projects, and through peaceful dialogue and close

interaction with ethnic communities from the remote

parts of the world.

The World in Faces Institute (“WIFI”) is a nonprofit

organization incorporated in the United States on May 2,

2019. The core mission of WIFI is to document, preserve,

educate and raise awareness of indigenous heritage,

cultures and traditions of the world through travel,

culture exchange experiences, hands on learning,

exhibitions and creative projects, and through peaceful

dialogue and close interaction with ethnic communities

from the remote parts of the world. The World In Faces

Institute is the next stage of the evolution of The World In

Faces photo project by an artist and internationally

acclaimed photographer Alexander Khimushin.



Photo project by Alexander Khimushin.

The World in Faces.

“A portrait of a young Yukaghir Indigenous lady from

my homeland - Sakha (Yakutia) Republic, the coldest

inhabited region of the world.

She is one of 1597 Yukaghir Indigenous People living on

this planet. Yukaghir People are reindeer people of the

remote Eastern Siberian Arctic. Even by Siberian

standards Yukaghirs live in the middle of nowhere,

extremely far of everything. The only way to get to them

is to fly on a small aircraft for several hours from Yakutsk,

the capital of the Republic, and then continue for

another 450 km by ice road.”

Jukagirs live in the Sakha Republic and the Chukotka

Autonomic region of the Russian Federation. According

to the 2010 Census, their total number was 1,603 people.

The languages are regarded as moribund, since less

than 370 people can speak either Yukaghir language.

Most Yukaghirs today speak Yakut and Russian.



Dolgan - Dmitry Chuprin. Photo: Alexander Himushin

The 2010 Census counted 7,885 Dolgans.

The Dolgan language is a Turkic language with around

1,000 speakers, spoken in the Taymyr Peninsula and

Yakutia in Russia. Originally, the Dolgans were nomadic

hunters and reindeer herders. The Dolgans are

considered a Turkicized Tungusic people. Some believe

that it is a dialect of Yakut language.



Evenk mother with baby.

Photo: Alexander Himushin

Neryungrinsky district, Republic of Sakha, Siberia.

The Evenks are recognised as one of the indigenous

peoples of the Russian North, with a population of

38,396 (2010 census). More than 18,200 Evenks live

in the Sakha Republic.

Evenks also live in China and Mongolia.

26,580 speakers (2007–2010) .



Representative of the Even people. 

Photo: Alexander Himushin

Evens - Siberian Tungus-Manchu people related to

Evenks

According to the 2010 census, there were 22,383 Evens

in Russia. They live in regions of the Magadan Oblast

and Kamchatka Krai and northern parts of Sakha east of

the Lena River. Even is an endangered language, with

only some 5,700 speakers (Russian census, 2010).



Chukchi girl. Republic of Sakha, Siberia.

Photo: Alexander Himushin.

The language of the Chukchi, which belongs to a small,

isolated language family. According to the Russian

Census of 2010, about 5,095 speak in Chukchi language

of the 15,700 Chukchi people.

The only people allowed to hunt grey whales are the

native Chukchi people of Russia and the Makah of the

United States.



A portrait of a young Sakha woman from my homeland -

Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) - officially the coldest

inhabited area of the world!

The World in Faces photo project by Alexander

Khimushin. Diversity of traditional cultures of the world

through the portraits of Indigenous People.

According to the Russian Census of 2010, about 478

thousand Yakuts also known as Sakha lived in Russia,

mainly in Yakutia (466.5 thousand), as well as in the

Irkutsk, Magadan regions, Khabarovsk and Krasnoyarsk

territories. Yakuts are the largest (49.9% of the

population) people in Yakutia and the largest of the

indigenous peoples of Siberia within the borders of the

Russian Federation.

Around 450,000 native speakers according to the 2010

census, some 87% of the Yakuts in the Sakha Republic

are fluent in the Yakut (or Sakha) language, while 90%

are fluent in Russian.



The indigenous small-numbered peoples of the North,

Siberia and the Far East is a Russian census

classification of indigenous peoples, assigned to

groups with fewer than 50,000 members, living in the

Russian Far North, Siberia or Russian Far East. They are

frequently referred as indigenous small-numbered

peoples of the North or indigenous peoples of the

North.

Today, 40 indigenous peoples are officially recognized

by Russia as indigenous small-numbered peoples and

are listed in the unified register of indigenous small-

numbered peoples. This register includes 46

indigenous peoples. Six of these peoples do not live in

either the Extreme North or territories equated to it, so

that the total number of recognized indigenous peoples

of the North is 40. The Komi-Izhemtsy or Izvatas, a

subgroup of the Komi peoples, are seeking recognition

from the Russian government as a distinct indigenous

people of the North.

The Far North is the part of Russia which lies mainly

beyond the Arctic Circle. However, this is the smaller

part of the total territories inhabited by indigenous

peoples. These territories extend southward as far as to

Vladivostok.



“Кимтэн кииннээх, хантан хааннаах

Kimten kiinneeh, hantan haannaah

Киhи кэлэн тураҕыный диэн ыйытар буоллаххытына… 

Kihi kelen turağınıy dien ıyıtar buollahhıtına…

If you ask whose blood and from what kind I am, 

you who are standing in front of me.

- Then I will answer to you. 

I am…Künney Takaahaj staying front of you

- A literary device from the ancient Yakut epics, olonkho, used as an introduction of a literary hero.

- In modern times, this literary device is also used as an introduction of a person.



We can start our discussion. 

I would like you to talk about your names:

● Who chose your name and why,

● What language and culture doe sit belong to,

● How your name changed with age, 

socialization (school, work, place or residence), 

and internet use (nicknames),

● Do you have any aliases,

● Are there any archival records about your 

ancestors’ names, and how they changed?


