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Modern Greek Studies at 
the University of Warsaw

Who are the students? 

Greko: what I teach, how 
and what for? 



Center for Hellenic Studies 

Classical studies anthropology religious studies
19th and 20th 

century literature 

reception of Greek 
themes in Polish 
(and European) 

literature 

linguistics Balcan studies

language 

translation studies 



Varieties of Greek 

Modern Greek 
Standard (κοινή 
νεοελληνική) 

Elements of 
Ancient Greek 
(Athens IV/V, 

koiné)

Byzantine 
vernacular 

Early modern 
Cretan dialect

Katharevousa 
(offical language 

until 1974) 
Greko



Some examples 
of Greko words 
that don’t exist 
in Standard 
Modern Greek, 
but can be 
found in other 
varieties: 

Ode (here) → ancient & 
katharevousa ὧδε

Echusi (they have) → ancient 
& katharevousa ἔχουσι 

Ega (goat) → Cretan αίγα

Tos (their) → Cretan τως 



Students

15 students assumed for the first 
year → < 5 graduates each year

Increasing hegemony of English

Scholarly, theoretical character of 
studies  

Level of difficulty 



Theses, some examples: 

• Everyday life in Athens during the colonel’s regime (1967-1974) as portrayed in Greek 
crime stories 

• Names of fantastic creatures in the Greek translation of Adam Sapkowski’s prose 

• Female characters in Nikos Kazantzakis’s dramas – feminist critique 

• Language comism in rap songs by the Imiskoumbria band 

• Humor in comic strips by Arkas

• Contemporary Crete and the Zeibekiko dance

• The legend of Ali Pasha and its influence on tourism in Ioannina 



Teaching Greko • Curiosity & fun

• Activism 

• Making Greko relevant 



Aims 

Having basic knowledge about the Grecanic culture 

Knowing some basic features of Greko

Understanding simple text written in Greko (with teacher’s guidance, if necessary) 

Knowing how it sounds like, being able to recognize it 

Having a diversified idea of Greek culture and identity

Reflecting on tradition and modernity, individual and cultural memory, cultural hegemony 
and minority cultures.  



Teaching materials (1) 

• Writing system 

• List of basic differences between 
standard modern Greek and Greko, 
similarities with other variants 

• Tables with verb conjugation in the 
present and in past tenses 



Teaching materials (2)

• Easy textbook dialogues 

• Some authentic phrases from 
anthologies 

• Literature (poems, short excerpts 
of prose)



Teaching materials (3) 
Recordings and songs 



Topics for 
discussion (1) 

• If you had enough money and 
power, what would you do in 
Roghudi Vecchio? (Place a 
monument/museum? Demolish? 
Prevent futher degradation of the 
ruins? Rebuild?)

• Have you ever visited a „ghost 
town” or practised urbex 
(exploring abandoned places)? 
Would you like to? Why (not)?  



Topics for 
discussion (2) 

• How to appreciate an 
oral culture? 

• What would it be like to 
live in an oral culture? 

Photo exhibited at the G. Rohlf Museum in Bova 



Topics for 
discussion (3) 

• Should the authorities enforce/encourage people (children) of the area to 
learn Greko? Why (not)? 

• What is the point of learning a minority language / about a minority 
culture? 



https://ewaroza.github.io/g
reko/

ewa.janion@al.uw.edu.pl

Thanks for your attention. 
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